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TTA SUMMER CONFERENCE
SUNDAY, July 12, 2026 - Grand Ballroom
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Tlam-1pm Exhibits Cpan- Join us for a light funch and Network with our Table Top Exhibitaors!
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"KEEPING TEXAS GREEN"

THE 2026 TTASUMMER CONFERENCE

.
MONDAY, July 13, 2026 - Grand Ballroom

Join us at The Woodlands oA

10am “Updates im lrrigation Water Management”

fo r t h e 2 0 2 6 I I A 11am "5MLU Waszhburne Soccer Field Replacement: FIFA World Cup 2026”

12:15pm “Auto wers: Turfgrass Response, Benefits, and Limitations®

S u m m e r C o n fe re n C e ! 1:15pm  “Innovations and Insights in Outdoor Power Equipment”

2:15-5:15  FREE TIME AT THE RESORT

Full Conference Program TUESDAY, July 14, 2026 - Grand Ballroom
Pages 20 - 27

Breakfast with our Exhibitors - Last chance to network!

“Identification, Monitoring, and Management of Key Turfgrass Pests” ..

TDA a I"Id GCSAA Credit “Bermudagrass: Genetic Diversity, Breeding improvement, and Turf Cultivars" ... Dr.Yangl
CEU speaker
TDA Credits approved thus far:
Agriculture- 1 Drift, 1 IPM, and 5 General

Structural: 1 L&0, 1 Wead; 1 General- Safety; 5- General Other
GCSAA; July 12th- ,30; July 13th-.30; July 14th.- 03

"Simpy Offer More Education; The AWE S.0.M.E. Approach to Growth” ... Michael W, Potter

“Herbicide Drift: Understanding Risk, Protecting Your Turf Operation, and Staying Compliant”

Keeping Texas Green SINCE 1947



As we move into the summer season, | want to thank each of
you for your continued support and commitment to the Texas
Turfgrass Association (TTA). The second quarter has been a
productive one for our industry, with members across the
state working hard to advance turfgrass management practices, support our communities,
and strengthen our profession.

One of the highlights of the year is quickly approaching—the Texas Turfgrass Association
Summer Trade Show and Conference, scheduled for July 12-14 in the Woodlands!

This event provides an outstanding opportunity for turfgrass professionals, suppliers,
researchers, educators, and industry leaders to come together for networking, education,
and the exchange of ideas. Attendees can expect informative educational sessions, the
latest industry innovations showcased by our exhibitors, and valuable opportunities to
connect with colleagues from across Texas.

| encourage all members to make plans now to attend and bring members of your team.

In addition, we are pleased to welcome families to participate in the event. The conference
offers a great opportunity to combine professional development with quality time spent
enjoying the activities and hospitality planned throughout the weekend.

As our association continues to grow, your involvement remains essential to our success.
Whether you are attending events, volunteering on boards and committees, supporting our
educational initiatives, or simply sharing your expertise with fellow members, your
contributions help strengthen the future of the turfgrass industry in Texas.

| look forward to seeing many of you in July and appreciate everything you do to support
TTA. Have a safe and successful summer season!

Sincerely,
Brian Norton
TTA President 2026
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Executive Director Message

Welcome to Summer 2026

A great big thank-you to all of our exhibitors,
sponsors, and members for being part of this
yedr’s Summer Conference in the Woodlands,
TX. One thing you will notice on our conference
name badges this year is a “New Member”
ribbon. Please take a moment to recognize and
welcome our new members who have chosen to
join TTA and become part of this association and professional
industry. There is so much knowledge and camaraderie within this
group, and | want every new member to feel welcomed right
away!

Our Awards Program is also coming up, with submissions due in
September. | encourage all members to consider submitting fields,
landscapes, or golf courses that you feel are deserving of
recognition. These awards are also a wonderful way to recognize
the staff members who put in the hard work and dedication every
day. | know many parts of Texas are struggling with drought, so
maintaining fields and turf right now is one of the biggest
challenges we face. If you are also working through staffing
challenges, success with limited resources is especially worth
celebrating. Please feel free to reach out to me with any
questions. Award recipients will be announced at the Winter
Conference in December.



Texas Turfgrass Association
has implemented a Texting System and we urge you all to opt in.

Please Text: TTA2023 To: 972-243-9239

This service will only be used for TTA events and notifications.

This is a great tool! Emails get buried and you can stay informed!

Speaking of staffing, please remember that TTA offers a job board
for all members. | try to keep job postings available for 60 days. If
you have an open position, email it to me and | will make sure the
opportunity is posted on our website as soon as
possible.

Lastly, do not forget about our Winter Show in
Frisco, TX, on December 15" and 16", 2026. We
hope to see many of you there!

Thank you to our Board of Directors, advisors,
and sponsors for your continued work and support!

God bless!
Warmest regardes, a@%{w
Your Executive Director,

Katie Flowers

2026 Annual Summer Conference - July 12-14

Join us at The Woodlands!

Join us for an incredible education line up and many
fun and educational events in 2026!




OBJECTIVES
L ) @ To raise and maintain the professional
Sl standards of those employed in the
ceﬂiﬁEd - turfgrass industry in Texas.

To provide effective continuing education
P“iﬁ“l“‘ﬂl @ programs for professional turfgrass

managers.

To award special recognition to professional
turfgrass managers who demonstrate a high

level of accomplishment and skill.

Tut

Manager

To encourage professional turf managers to
become active participants in the Texas

Turfgrass Association.

Congratulations to the newest CPTMs!
Sergio Vasquez
Trevor Oakley - City of University Park
Jon Slate - City of Plano
Jose Diaz - SSC Service Solutions
Ruben Garcia - City of Lewisville
Zach Burney - Sulphur Springs Country Club
Thomas Garcia - SSc Service Solutions
Guillermo Sanchez Garcia
Treason Dyess - SSc Service Solutions
Gregg Gilmore - City of Jersey Village
Karen Rangel - Reeves County Golf Course
Kirk Parrish - Chambers Creek Golf Course

Next CPTM Lecture will be held is on December 15 at
the Frisco Conference Center. Join us in December!



CPTM CERTIFICATION
PROGRAM

OVERVIEW

The Certified Professional Turf Manager (CPTM) designation recognizes a level of achievement
in professional turfgrass management inTexas beyond a Bachelor of Science degree or a long
tenure in the industry.

The CPTM designation is a mark of distinction. Professionals who acquire the CPTM designation
benefit the turfgrass industry and themselves through increased self-esteem and respect,

increased value and service to their employer and increased competitiveness in the job market.

By acquiring the CPTM designation, the professional turf manager sets himself or herself apart
from other turf managers.

For applicants to be considered for the CPTM designation and to maintain that designation they
must provide documented evidence of turf management skills, participation in continuing
education programs and successful employment in the turfgrass industry.

Applicants for the CPTM designation are also required to satisfactorily complete a

comprehensive written examination. An intensive 4-day training program in preparation for the
examination is optional.

Top-rated wear tolerance and recoverability
Best shade tolerance of all bermudagrass

Exceptional aesthetics

\\)
Dense leaf canopy C"“C‘( A

Early spring green-up

Very good fall color retention

§77.220.9194 - mevomismmirsunc

Uniform and consistent color and growth

Turfgrass and Installation for the Entire Great State of Texas!
Amarillo - Lubbock - El Paso - DFW - Austin - San Antonio - Houston - Brownsville
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The Data-Driven Golf Course: New Technologies Transforming Turf Management

Golf course superintendents and turfgrass specialists have long balanced science, experience,
and observation to produce consistent playing conditions. In recent years, however, the next
generation of technologies, from advanced soil sensors to digital course management plat-
forms, is transforming how golf courses are managed.

Instead of relying primarily on visual observation and manual measurements, turf managers
now have access to real-time data, precision monitoring tools, and digital analytics that help
guide daily decisions. The result is not only improved operational efficiency, but also better turf
quality and more consistent playing conditions for golfers.

Precision Agronomy Comes to Golf Courses

One of the most significant shifts occurring in golf course management is the move toward pre-
cision agronomy, a concept borrowed from modern agriculture that focuses on applying
resources exactly where and when they are needed. Continued on Page 12

Kyle R. Larson Robert K. Larson
TCEQ Licensed Texas Irrigator #L122226 (C) 903-244-8297
(C) 830-275-3247 rlarson@larsongolfservices.com
klarson@larsongolfservices.com

Comprehensive Golf Construction Services
USGA Greens Construction; Laser Guided Tee & Bunker Shaping & Construction; Total Golf Course
Renovations; Imigation Repairs & Maintenance; GPS As-Builts & Mapping; Lake & Tank Construction

Turnkey Irrigation Design & Consulting Services

New Construction & Renovation Projects; AutoCad Design; GPS Mapping; As-Built Drawings; Central
Control Programming; Interactive Maps; Irigation System Audits; Government Permitting

Retired Mentor

Dr. Stovy L. Bowlin
Honorary TCEQ Licensed Texas Irrigator #LI9265; Life Member Retired Irrigation Association

Certified Irrigation Designer and Certified Golf Irrigation Auditor
(C) 512-560-0010 stovy@austin.rr.com
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~ " MAVYBE SO... ASK ANY ONE OF THESE GROWERS:

* Billy Mayfield Farms * King Ranch Turfgrass * Professional Turf, Inc.
* Crittenden Turfgrass * Modern Turf, Inc. * Rhyne’s Select Turf

* Double Springs Grass Farm * Oakland Plantation, Inc. * Turfgrass of Tennessee
* Hussey Sod Farm * Pike Creek Turf, Inc.

Check out the #1 rated Zoysia at NTEP.org.
And, contact King Ranch Turfgrass for more info on the best performing Zoysia.

Min}yerde

- #1 NTEP TESTED GREENS GRASS
#1 IN PROVEN PERFORMANCE

A : COMING TO A COURSE NEAR YOU
- Contact King Ranch Turfgrass for more info.

KING RANCH KINGRANCHTURFGRASS.CON | . o o0

= TURFGRASS — MINIVERDE.COM
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Continued From Page 10

Today, a growing number of tools allow superintendents to monitor turf conditions at a level of de-
tail that was previously difficult to achieve. Soil sensors installed throughout a course can continu-
ously measure conditions such as soil moisture, temperature, and salinity, transmitting that infor-
mation to cloud-based platforms for analysis.

Companies including Syngenta have partnered with technology firms such as Spiio to develop cel-
lular soil sensors designed specifically for golf courses and sports turf. These systems continuously
collect soil data and send it to digital dashboards that turf managers can access from a
smartphone or computer. By monitoring soil conditions in real time, superintendents can identify
early signs of stress and adjust irrigation or maintenance practices before turf health declines.

New Tools for Measuring Turf Conditions

In addition to permanent sensors, new handheld tools are helping turf managers gather more pre-
cise information about course conditions.In 2025, the United States Golf Association introduced the
USGA Moisture Meter, a handheld device capable of measuring soil moisture, temperature, and
salinity while automatically uploading the data into the organization’s digital course management
platform.

The meter integrates with the USGA’s DEACON course management system, which allows superin-
tendents to record and analyze data from multiple areas of the course. By collecting consistent
measurements over time, turf managers can track trends and better understand how different sec-
tions of the course respond to weather, irrigation, and maintenance practices.

According to the USGA, tools like these help courses apply the same data-driven management
strategies used in professional tournament preparation, where precise turf conditions are critical
for consistent play.

Mapping Moisture Across Fairways

While handheld tools provide valuable spot measurements, some emerging technologies allow su-
perintendents to measure soil conditions across entire playing surfaces. One example is the mois-
ture-mapping technology developed by turfRad. The system can be mounted on maintenance ve-
hicles and collects thousands of soil moisture readings as the vehicle travels across the course.

The collected data produces detailed color-coded maps showing exactly where soils are too wet or
too dry. According to the company, a single pass across a fairway can generate thousands of root-
zone moisture readings, giving superintendents a far clearer picture of soil variability across the

property.

This level of detail allows irrigation systems to be adjusted more precisely. Instead of watering an
entire irrigation zone equally, superintendents can target specific areas where moisture levels dif-
fer.

Improving the Golfer’s Experience

Although many of these technologies are designed to improve operational efficiency, they also
have a direct impact on course playability. Firm, consistent turf conditions are essential for shot
performance. Excessively wet areas can reduce ball roll on fairways and create softer putting sur-
faces, while overly dry areas may stress turf or produce uneven playing conditions.

Continued on Page 14
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Continued from Page 12

By maintaining more consistent soil moisture levels, precision monitoring tools help superinten-
dents strike the right balance between turf health and playing quality. Moisture mapping technolo-
gies, in particular, can help eliminate wet spots and dry patches that affect ball roll and surface
consistency.Better data also supports more informed decisions about mowing, rolling, and irriga-
tion timing. Over time, turf managers can compare environmental data with maintenance practic-
es to better understand how different conditions affect green speed, firmness, and turf perfor-
mance.

The Future of the Digital Golf Course
Technology is rapidly becoming an integral part of golf course management. As sensors, analytics

platforms, and automation tools continue to evolve, superintendents are gaining access to more
powerful tools for monitoring turf conditions and guiding management decisions.Researchers and
technology companies are already exploring advanced systems such as predictive models that an-
alyze turf stress patterns and digital platforms that combine weather data, soil conditions, and
course management records.

These innovations are helping superintendents combine their expertise and experience with real-
time information and advanced analytics. While technology can provide valuable insights, it is the
knowledge, judgment, and experience of turfgrass professionals that ultimately transform that da-
ta into exceptional playing conditions. Together, this combination of human expertise and ad-
vanced tools is becoming essential to maintaining the outstanding golf courses players expect.

Making Texas
A HEAlTHlEH SHADE

oF GREEN!

All Seasons Turf Grass has more than 30 years of

across Texas. We use state-of-the-art technologies o
keep costs down while growing healthy, lush grass.
And because we cut i order, when you see All Seasons
Turf Grass being installed, you can be assured that it
was still growing on the farm just hours ago.

Call us today or visit our main office just west of Houston

fo see what a difference our grass can make.

ALL SEASONS

32601 FM. 529 « Brookshire, TX 77423
Phone 281.375.7505 » AllSeasonsTuf.com
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LAWN CARE + SPORTS TURF

PROFESSIONAL QUALITY. FOR PROFESSIONAL RESULTS.

For those who know good enough is not enough. We
combine passion and purpose in every product and service
we offer. It's a difference you'll notice in every project.

CONTACT YOUR HERITAGE PPG REP TO
SEE HOW WE CAN DELIVER FOR YOU.

AMVAC « Agquatrols - Bayer « BASF « BioSafe
BioWorks « Civitas - Control Solutions « Corteva John Cabori
Envu « FMC « Grigg « MGK « Nufarm « PBI Gordon 713.819.3718

ProPeat - Redox « Sepro « Syngenta john.caboti@heritageppg.com

@ H ER' l AGE HeritagePPC.com | @heritageppg W (©) [}

PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTS GROUP c LT bating 3-aret :
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TURF TALK UPDATES

Lobo® Zoysia Shows Early Strength in Texas

Parks

CATEGORY: LOBO ZOYSIAGRASS

In a state where heat, shade and heavy use all collide, finding a grass that can handle real condi-
tions matters. That is exactly what Travis Sales set out to test in Texas.

Sales, the Director of Parks and Recreation for the City of Rockwall, oversees everything from
sports fields and playgrounds to irrigation across the park system. As he put it, “If it’s in a park, we
manage it.” After retiring from a 32-year career with the City of Mesquite, he stepped right back
into the work, retiring on a Friday and starting with Rockwall the following Monday in July 2017.

With more than 40 years in the industry, Sales has been heavily involved with the Texas Turfgrass
Association (TTA) over the past two decades, including serving as past president in 2010 and 2014
and as a long-time board member. Through that involvement, he stays closely connected to new
varieties entering the market and stresses the importance of trialing them in the field.

One of those is Lobo® Zoysia, a newer grass developed by North Carolina State University, re-
leased in 2021. Sales first heard about Lobo through TTA and conversations with Sod Solutions. “I
decided to do some real-world testing,” he said.

Pictured above: Lobo® Zoysia installed at City of Rockwall sites showing early
establishment and density.

That testing includes multiple sites with very different challenges. Installations at the city’s historic
museum include both full-sun and shaded areas, while the police station site is “almost 100%
shade.” Another location sits under a large live oak where grass has struggled to grow in the past.
All were sodded in July 2025 by Sales’ team using Lobo supplied by Murff Turf through Sod Solu-
tions Professionals for sourcing and logistics. Early performance has stood out, even through recent
swings in Texas weather, with temperatures ranging from the mid-90s one day to the low 60s just

days later.
Continued on Page 18
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BERMUDAGRA 38

Where the Grass Grew
Up with the Game

Baseball is tradition. NorthBridge® Bermudagrass is, too. With tough
performance, vibrant color and rapid recovery, it's the grass that stands up
to cleats, crowds and summer after summer of America’s postime.
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GROW THE GAME ON NORTHBRIDGE.

“Guys will walk around barefoot before practice starts. And
| think that's one of the biggest compliments you can have.”

—BRENDAN SEAVER
Director of Field Operations - Columbus Clingstones
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Continued from Page 16

“The one thing | did notice about Lobo is
that it rooted extremely quickly for a zoy-
sia,” he said. “We were throwing down roots
at the end of week one.” He added that the
establishment paid off, with foot traffic
within a few days of installation.

“Once it’s on the ground, you cannot dig
through the canopy and touch soil; it is so
thick,” he said, noting the density even af-
fected mowing early on. He added they had
: to adjust mowing with a push mower and
Lobo® Zoysia installed at the Rockwzll County Museum gazeso, that it requires slightly more attention than
bermudagrass.

Compared with previous grasses in these areas, Lobo is showing improved performance,
especially in shade. “Some of the areas I’ve got it in get less than two to three hours of sun
a day, and so far it’s doing great.” While zoysia does require some adjustment compared
to bermuda, management has been straightforward with only minor changes, such as
slightly higher mowing heights in shaded areas. Sales is now looking ahead to a full grow-
ing season, but early observations are strong.

He is also evaluating Cobalt Hybrid® St. Augustine alongside Lobo at the police station
and said he has been very happy with its performance so far.

Sales has also begun sharing those early observa-
tions, recently speaking to more than 150 attendees
at a Rockwall County course, Homeowners Guide to
Landscaping, where he included Lobo Zoysia and its
maintenance in the discussion. Hosted in partner-
ship with the North Texas Municipal Water District
and AgriLife Extension, the program focuses on
practical tools and guidance for homeowners. An-
other session is scheduled for April 25.

Through that work, Sales emphasized the im-
portance of continued education on turfgrass, espe-
cially as newer varieties improve drought tolerance
and water-use efficiency. “It doesn’t have to be a
water hog anymore like the varieties did in the
past.”

Now managing several thousand square feet of Lo-
bo, Sales is among the early end-users of the varie-
ty in Texas, with more insight expected as it moves
through its first full growing season.

Lobo® Zoysia installed at the City of Rockwall.

This article was written by Cecilia Johnson.



Save The Date

' ALL proceeds go to support the i
AggieTurf Golf Tournament Fundraiser Agg.eTurf Club!

Friday, September 25, 2026
Sand Hill Farm Golf Course
Waller, TX

REGISTRATION OPENS SOON!

Sponsorships available:

Bronze $250 Gold $1000

For more information or questions: Email Alisa Hairston at
Alisa.Hairston@ag.tamu.edu

Lone Star Chapter

GCSAA
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JULY 12 -14
3 DAYS OF FUN & EDUCATION

'KEEPING TEXAS GREEN"



TTA SUMMER CONFERENCE

SUNDAY, July 12, 2026 - Grand Ballroom

TIME TOPNC ——— - e SPEAKER

Skarm Registration
11am-1pm Exhibits Oipen- Join us for a light funch and Metwork with our Table Top Exhibitors!
Tpm “Herbicide Resistant Weeds" Dir. Hennen Curmnmings

*CEU speaker
2pm “The Game's still Won on the Fields® Bryce Stuckenschmieder
3pm BREAK

311 Spn “Munical Procurement and Firamce” Tyler Agea
4:15pm “Turfgrss Advise for Homeowners® D, Hennen Curmmings
*CEU speaker

Joinv us al 6:15pm for an exciling evening
dinectly in the Grand Balbwemn.!

MONDAY, July 13, 2026 - Grand Ballroom

TIME TOPIC s T ——— SPEAKER

Sam Hot Breakfast and Coffee with Exhibitors - Don't miiss it
T0am "Updates in lerigation Water Management” Charles Swanson
*CEU speaker

1lam &ML Washburne Soccer Fleld Replacement: FIFA Waorkd Cup J038" Jeff Salmand
12:15pm “Autonommous Mowers: Turfgrass Response, Benefits, and Limitations® Dr. Pablo Boer
1:15pm “Innovations and Insights in Outdoor Power Equipment” Dr. Bryan Unruh

*“ELi zpeaker

2:15-5:15  FREE TIME AT THE RESORT



TIME

Tam

]

1

10am

TUESDAY, July 14, 2026 - Grand Ballroom

2 o — = Pl S Y T - SPEAKER
Breakfast with our Exhibitors - Last chance to network!
“ldentification. Monitoring, and Management of Key Turfgrass Peste” ~Dr . Caiximg Xiong

*CEU speaker
“Bermudagrass: Genetic Diversity, Breeding improverment, and Turf Cultivars”. .o Dr . Wangl Wu

SCEU speaker

“Simply Offer More Education: The AWE 5.0.M.E. Approach to Groweth® ... Michasl W_Potter

“*Herbicide Drift: Understanding Risk, Protecting Your Torf Operation, and Staying Compliamt®.—...... D Scott Motle
"CEU sp=aker

TDA and GCSAA Credit

TDA Credits approved thus far:

Agriculture- 1 Drift, 1 IPM, and 5 General

Structural: 1 L&O, 1 Weed; 1 General- 5afety; 5- General Other
GCSAA; July 12th- .30; July 13th-.30; July 14th.- 03

Continuing Education Credit Information

Each TDA-approved educational session will include a QR code for attendance verification. To receive full TDA
credit, attendees must attend all three days of the conference. Please note that TDW does not allow partial credit.

The final session an Tuesday, July 14, 2026, will complete the full course requirement. After the course concludes,
the Executive Director will submit the course content and attendance information directly to TDA.

For GCSAA credit, attendees must skgn in at registration each day to receive 0.30 credit.

CPTM and MCPTM participants must also sign in daily at registration to receive 5 CEUs toward certification.

To stay up to date with conference updates, join our texting group: Text "“Summer26’ to 979-243-9239
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2026 Winter Conference
and Trade Show

SAVE THE DATE!

Embassy Suites by Hilton A}"" :
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Frisco Hotel &  EEEES&w
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Convention Center X !g; "
‘aEmm B

7600 John Q Hammons Dr,
Frisco, TX

December 15 - 16, 2026
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Join us in Frisco for a terrific Conference and Trade Show!



Special Thanks To Our 2026 Exhibitors!

7HNutrients LLC
Affordable Turf and Specialty Tire
All Season Turf Grass
Aqua - Aid
AUS Dredge and Dive, LLC
BOBCAT
Buena Vista Turf Farm
Corteva
Ewing Outdoor Supply
Harrell's
Helena Agri-Enterprises
Heritage PPG
Kesmac
King Ranch Ag & Turf
King Ranch Turfgrass
Life Soils
Nelson Plant Food

Paragon Sports Constructors

PBI-Gordon Corporation
Pioneer Athletics
Prime Sod
Professional Turf Products
Pumps, Motors & Controls, Inc.
Region Equipment
ROMCO Equipment Co.
Simplot Turf & Horticulture
SIS Pitches USA
Sod Solutions
Super Sod
Thomas Turfgrass
TinyMobileRobots
Trinity Turf Nursery Inc.
Turf2Max
Turfgrass Producers of Texas
United Turf and Track

Zimmerer Kubota & Equipment, Inc.

THANK YOU!



Summer Conference
July 11 - 13, 2027

MARGARITAVILLE
Lake Resont

LAKE CONROE - HOUSTON

2027 Conference Sites and Dates!

Winter

| ; Conference
‘ e g‘ E'gg December
LT i i 14 - 15
e ] 2027

Save the Dates!

. ' EMBASS
Join us at these terrific (w) SUITES  Denton, TX

by Hilton™

conference sites in 2027!




Special Thanks

To Our 2026 Sponsors
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