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Keeping Texas Green SINCE 1947



President’s Message

Howdy, | hope everyone enjoyed a successful 2025
and is making the most of winter here in Texas. Thank
you to all who registered for our Winter Show in
Denton, TX. It's always exciting to visit new regions
and connect with Members and Exhibitors as we
continue to promote the Turf Industry. Your support
makes these events possible.

Our Association keeps evolving, striving to provide fresh and relevant
education for all members. If you notice anything we're missing, please let
us know so we can work to improve or address it. Alongside our educational
offerings, we’re also focused on having fun—as seen this year with live band
events at both our summer and winter special events and receptions. If you
attended in Denton, | hope you experienced how our 2nd Annual Reverse
Raffle not only added excitement but also reinforced our commitment to
education. Half of its proceeds support educational initiatives and the
TTREEE Endowment for future scholarships.

Looking ahead, our focus shifts to the Summer Conference at The
Woodlands Resort, happening July 12th-14th, 2026—mark your calendars!
Our mission remains to keep the turf industry in Texas active and engaged.

Remember to support our vendors and sponsors when you need repairs,
equipment, or sod. A big thank you goes out to all our sponsors; without
you, the industry couldn’t thrive. Special appreciation to our Annual TTA
Sponsors and the Board of Directors for their continued dedication.

Wishing you a wonderful winter and

a Happy New Year! Z L/
Randall Anderson w

2025 TTA President
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Executive Director Message

Howdy Members!

This past year, 2025, focused on expanding our
conference’s impact in Education and Networking
through both the Summer Show and Winter
Conference.

What | truly appreciate is how our Board of Directors
comes together with enthusiasm to discuss ways to
help our industry evolve, adapt, and innovate. We
may not always succeed perfectly, but we
consistently make progress for the benefit of our members and the
advancement of our industry and educational goals.

A huge congratulations goes out to our 2025 Awards Winners, featured in
this newsletter. The commitment shown in every submission, the drive to
enhance our field, and the attention to detail highlighting real progress
are truly inspiring.

2025 Award Winners

Lawn over 10,000 Square Feet — Memorial Park and Conservancy

Football Field of the Year — McMahan Turf and Agronomics, LLC;
McKinney Christian Academy

Baseball Field of the Year — Dell Diamond
Job Well Done!

It was wonderful to see such positive results from this past winter show
and education program. My hope is that we continue to spark enthusiasm



Texas Turfgrass Association
has implemented a Texting System and we urge you all to opt in.

Please Text: TTA2023 To: 972-243-9239

This service will only be used for TTA events and notifications.

This is a great tool! Emails get buried and you can stay informed!

for these two days of learning, networking, and invaluable experience every
December. While there are many other shows and conferences where you
can earn CEUs, TTA aims to keep you coming back for the quality time,
experiences, and outstanding education we offer.

If you know someone interested in joining or who might
benefit from membership, please encourage them to join
our association. We're committed to bringing together
professionals from Sod, Sports, Golf, Lawn and
Landscape, and Affiliates.

Thank you to all Members, Exhibitors, Sponsors, and our incredible Board of
Directors for your dedication and communication throughout the year. I’'m

looking forward to an excellent 2026.
God bless and Happy New Year! %‘@%M

Katie Flowers
Executive Director

2026 Annual Summer Conference - July 12-14

Join us at The Woodlands!

Join us for an incredible education line up and many
fun and educational events in 2026!




Special Thanks to our 2025

Annual Sponsors!
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1S THER E‘fk PERFECT Z0VSIAGRASS?

© MAYBE SO... ASK ANY ONE OF THESE GROWERS:

* Billy Mayfield Farms * King Ranch Turfgrass * Professional Turf, Inc.
* Crittenden Turfgrass * Modern Turf, Inc. * Rhyne’s Select Turf

* Double Springs Grass Farm * Oakland Plantation, Inc. * Turfgrass of Tennessee
* Hussey Sod Farm * Pike Creek Turf, Inc.

Check out the #1 rated Zoysia at NTEP.org.
And, contact King Ranch Turfgrass for more info on the best performing Zoysia.

Min%}/erde

#1 NTEP TESTED GREENS GRASS
#1 IN PROVEN PERFORMANCE

COMING TO A COURSE NEAR YOU
Contact King Ranch Turfgrass for more info.

KING RANCH KINGRANCHTURFGRASS.CON | . o o0

= TURFGRASS = MINIVERDE.COM



https://krturfgrass.com/

Thank You
again to
all who

attended the
2025 Winter
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and Trade
Show in
Denton!
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successful

2025
conference!




Kyle R. Larson Robert K. Larson
TCEQ Licensed Texas Irrigator #L122226 (C) 903-244-8297
(C) 830-275-3247 rlarson@larsongolfservices.com
klarson@larsongolfservices.com

Comprehensive Golf Construction Services

USGA Greens Construction; Laser Guided Tee & Bunker Shaping & Construction; Total Golf Course
Renovations; Irrigation Repairs & Maintenance; GPS As-Builts & Mapping; Lake & Tank Construction

Turnkey Irrigation Design & Consulting Services

New Construction & Renovation Projects; AutoCad Design; GPS Mapping; As-Built Drawings; Central
Control Programming; Interactive Maps; Imigation System Audits; Government Permitting

Retired Mentor

Dr. Stovy L. Bowlin
Honorary TCEQ Licensed Texas Irrigator #L19265; Life Member Retired Irrigation Association
Certified Irrigation Designer and Certified Golf Irrigation Auditor
(C) 512-560-0010 stovy@austin.rr.com

cok ot IANHELYAD

bermudagrass

o Top-rated wear tolerance and recoverability

THOMAS « Best shade tolerance of all bermudagrass
TUREGRASS

|OJL® « Early spring green-up

877.220.9194

Turfgrass and Installation for the Entire Great State of Texas!
Amarillo - Lubbock - El Paso - DFW - Austin - San Antonio - Houston - Brownsville

« Exceptional aesthetics

D\
« Dense leaf canopy C\,‘C‘4

o Very good fall color retention

Exceptional drought resistance

Uniform and consistent color and growth



https://thomasturfgrass.com/
http://www.larsongolfservices.com/
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(Left) Speaker: Dr. Baoxin Chang



4Crawtord’s Legacy Texas
ABM Irrigation

AFFORDABLE TURF AND SPECIALTY TIRE

Ag Logic Distributors, LLC
All Seasons Turf Grass
AUS Dredge and Dive, LLC

BOBCAT OF NORTH TEXAS

Brouwer Turf Equipment
Buena Vista Turf Farm
BWI Companies
Corteva Agriscience
Donkey Forklifts
FireFly Automatix
Gail's Flags, Inc
Helena
Heritage PPG
Holganix
KBW
King Ranch Turfgrass
Lifesoils
Longhorn Inc
Magnum
MCI Flowtronex
Medina Agriculture Products
Nelson Plant Food
Paragon Integrated Services

Paragon Sports Constructors

2025 Texas Turfgrass
Winter Exhibitor

PBI-Gordon Corporation
Pioneer Athletics
PondMedics
Precision Farms, LLC
Prime Sod
Protessional Turf Products
Pump Mechanical Technical Services
Pumps, Motors & Controls
RaiSan USA, LLC
ROMCO Equipment Co
Silica Services
Sod Solutions
Specialty Sands and Services LLC
Sports Field Solutions
STEC Equipment
Super Sod
Syngenta Professional Solutions
Texas Turt Services
The Turfgrass Group, Inc
Thomas Turfgrass
TinyMobileRobots
Trinity Turt Nursery Inc.
Turf and Soil Management, LLC
United Ag & Turf - United Golf

Zimmerer Kubota & Equipment, Inc.



2026 Board of Directors




Home Turf
You Can Trust

Look for Latitude 36 at
the following stadiums:

Florida State

SMU

Texas A&M

University of Tennessee



https://sodsolutions.com/shop/sod/bermudagrass/latitude36-bermuda/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21520983254&gbraid=0AAAAA9abkg-1k1ZhfAggbaFzHTOW5lk4w&gclid=CjwKCAiA_orJBhBNEiwABkdmjMZo14_3MIPQgFdpev6JPKgs74qN0wTp9zPw_WJYELYtnY8vMjBezhoCwesQAvD_BwE

Texas Turfgrass Innovations to Watch in 2026

By: Samantha Wilson

Maximizing turf performance while minimizing water use is increasingly critical for
Texas turf managers. From next-generation cultivars to smart monitoring systems,
2026 promises several innovations that can improve efficiency, resilience, and sus-
tainability.

1. Next-Generation Drought-Tolerant Bermudagrass

Recent research highlights genetic variability in advanced bermudagrass hybrids,
with lines like OSU 2082 and TifB16117 showing superior drought tolerance compared
to older standards (e.g., Tifway) and rivaling TifTuf in water-use efficiency.

Key Benefits:
Reduced irrigation needs (up to 20-30% seasonal savings)
Maintains color, density, and wear tolerance under stress
Suitable for commercial, recreational, and residential landscapes

“SERVICE AND SOLUTIONS WHEN YOU NEED THEMWM”

Custom Water Pumping Solutions

Lets Talk
Equipment
&
Service!

-'4.
e .
TURF L3 MUNlCIpAL . LANDBCAPE

Eome

moeh-nlcm 512-743-PUMP @"‘f\l@
Ellechnical WWW.PMTSERVICE. com | {y?%

E.Pﬂot DTN t‘Et"



http://www.pmtservice.com/

2. Water-Efficient Cultivars from Texas A&M University

The Texas A&M Turfgrass Breeding Program continues to produce warm-season culti-
vars with enhanced drought, disease, and insect resistance. These grasses are ideal
for environments where water restrictions and high temperatures challenge turf man-
agement.

Impact:
Less irrigation, fertilizer, and pesticide input
Improved turf resilience in extreme weather

Enhanced performance for sports fields, residential lawns, and commercial proper-
ties

3. Low-Maintenance Zoysiagrass

Lobo™ Zoysiagrass (NC State University) establishes quickly, tolerates drought, and
thrives with minimal fertilization and mowing. It is an attractive option for areas with
labor constraints or strict water regulations.

Continued on next page

Making Texas
A HEALTHIER SHADE
oF GREEN!

Al Seasons Turf Grass has more than 30 years of
experience delivering the very best urfgrass for projects
across lexas. We use state-of -the-art technologies tp
keep costs down while growing healthy, hush grass.
And because we cut to order, when you see All Seasons
Tur! Grass being instafied, you can be assured that
was shill growing on the farm prst hours ago.

Call us today or visit our main office just west of Housion
o see what a difference owr grass can make.

# ALL SEASONS

TURF GRASS

3260t EM. 529 « Brookshire, TX 77423
Phone 281.375.7505 « AllSeasonsturf.com



https://www.allseasonsturf.com/

Takeaways:
Dense, wear-tolerant turf suitable for recreation
Lower maintenance requirements
Reduced irrigation and chemical inputs

4. Sensor-Based Irrigation: Data-Driven Water Management

Studies from the University of Florida show that soil moisture sensors can significant-
ly reduce water use while maintaining turf quality compared to fixed irrigation sched-
ules. Adoption of sensor-driven irrigation is becoming more cost-effective as technol-
ogy prices decline.

Advantages:
Optimized irrigation scheduling based on real-time soil moisture
Reduced nutrient leaching
Enhanced root-zone health and overall turf performance

5. New Cultivars from Other Regions

The UC Riverside cultivar Coachella™ bermudagrass is drought-tolerant and may re-
duce water use by up to 65% compared to traditional bermudagrass varieties. It could
become commercially available in Texas in 2026.

Implications:
Expands drought-resistant grass options for Texas turf managers
Provides alternative low-water solutions for urban and sports applications

6. Advanced Soil and Root-Zone Monitoring
Emerging in-ground CO, sensors and subsurface monitoring tools track root respira-
tion, microbial activity, and stress physiology, enabling proactive turf management.

Benefits:
Early stress detection before visual symptoms appear
Improved irrigation, fertilization, and aeration decisions
Better long-term turf health and performance

7. Smart Agriculture and Phytobiome Management

The integration of 10T, machine learning, and phytobiome engineering is gaining trac-
tion in turf systems. By manipulating plant and microbial communities, managers can
improve water efficiency, disease resistance, and growth regulation.

Continued on Page 20
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Potential Advantages:
Reduced chemical inputs
Enhanced turf quality and resilience
Data-driven optimization of cultural practices

Why This Matters for Texas Turf Managers

. Water Savings: Drought-tolerant cultivars and sensor-based irrigation reduce reli-
ance on municipal water.

. Lower Input Costs: Resistant cultivars decrease fungicide, insecticide, and fertilizer
requirements.
. Increased Resilience: Turf withstands extreme heat, drought, and traffic stress.

. Better Decisions: Smart agriculture tools allow managers to make informed, pre-
cise choices.

2026 will be a pivotal year for Texas turf management and managers who adopt
these innovations early can improve efficiency, reduce environmental impact, and
maintain high-quality turf under increasingly challenging conditions.

NO MATTER YOUR FIELD) OF PLAY:.
PRIME SOD HAS GOT: YOU!COVERED! /A1)

EXCELLENCE



http://www.primesod.com/

NATIONAL peacy

CAL xnowLence

Proud Supporter of the Texas Turfgrass Association for over 20 Years!

Helena is your full-service turf management partner and offers a wide
range of innovative products, professional application services, course
mapping and analysis.

To achieve the quality you desire, contact your local Helena
representative or visit HelenaProfessional.com.

#TrustHelena

Greenville Specialty South Texas T & D Houston Specialty
B8990 HWY bb West 17353 Bell North Dr. Suite 109 41232 Pary, 290 Dr.
Greenville, TX 75402 Shertz, TX 78154 Waller, TX 77484
(800}455-5666 (210}651-3552 (936)372-1505

A&GRI-ENTERPRISES, LLC
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https://helenaagri.com/

Celebrating Excellence in Turf Management
Texas Turfgrass Association

2025 Award Winners

The Texas Turfgrass Association (TTA) proudly recog-
nized three outstanding award recipients during the 2025
Annual Winter Conference and Trade Show. These hon-
orees represent the best in sports field and landscape
management across Texas, demonstrating innovation,
dedication, and a commitment to providing safe, high-
quality turf under challenging conditions. From profes-
sional baseball to high school football and iconic urban
parkland, each winner exemplifies excellence in the
turfgrass industry.

2005
Baseball Field of
the Year

Dell Diamond

Assistant Groundskeeper: Owen McGeeney



2005 Football
Field of the Year

‘i1 McKinney Christian
Academy

BY Wiz )
McMahan Turf and Agronomics LLC

A Shared Commitment to Excellence
Together, these three award winners showcase the diversity,
skill, and passion within the Texas turfgrass community.
Whether maintaining a professional baseball stadium, a
growing high school football program, or a nationally recog-
nized urban park, each team demonstrates what can be
achieved through dedication, innovation, and pride in the
profession. The Texas Turfgrass Association congratulates all
2025 award recipients on their well-earned recognition.

2005 Landscape
Maintenance
Field of the Year

Memorial Park
Conservancy

Operations Manager of Grounds: Marc Orduna



2025 Baseball Field of the Year:

Dell Diamond
Assistant Groundskeeper: Owen McGeeney

Dell Diamond, home of the Round Rock Express, earned the 2025 Baseball Field of the
Year Award for its consistently elite playing surface and professional-level
maintenance standards. Originally built in 2000, the field underwent a modern
renovation, and the current playing surface is just two years, designed with
sustainability, performance, and durability in mind.

Located in Central Texas, Dell Diomond faces extreme summer heat and sporadic
heavy rainfall, demanding precise irrigation and turf management. Despite these
challenges, a small but highly skilled grounds crew of just three full-time staff
members maintains the 180,000-square-foot baseball field to a standard that rivals
Major League facilities.

Maintenance practices include walk-behind mowers for the infield, triplex mowers for
the outfield, and a consistent mowing height of 5/8 inch. Infield and foul areas are
hand-watered daily during the season, while the outfield relies on a programmable
automatic irrigation system adjusted for weather and turf response. With an annual
groundskeeping budget of $70,000, the team balances routine care with unexpected
repairs, erosion control,
irrigation maintenance, and
daily game preparation.

Dell Diamond hosts more than
70 professional games annually,
along with UIL State Baseball
Championships, college
matchups, softball events,
commercial shoots, and
community showcases. The
field’s ability to perform under
constant use highlights the
crew’s dedication, craftsman-
ship, and pride in their work,
making Dell Diomond a standout
and deserving recipient of the
Baseball Field of the Year honor.



https://aggieturf.tamu.edu/

TEXAS A&M '
/\GRILIFE AGGIE TURF

EXTENSION |

TURFGRASS SHORT COURSE
February 16-19'" 2026

College Station, TX

The course is a four-day course designed for
turf professionals and enthusiasts looking to expand
their knowledge of turfgrass systems and

best management practices.

Visit the website!



https://aggieturf.tamu.edu/

2025 Football Field of the Year:

McKinney Christian Academy
McMahan Turf and Agronomics LLC

McKinney Christian Academy’s football field was recognized as the 2025 Football
Field of the Year, honoring nearly a decade of steady improvement and commitment
to turf excellence. Located in McKinney, Texas, the approximately 25-year-old
Bermuda turf field has been carefully maintained and enhanced through a long-term
partnership with McMahan Turf and Agronomics, LLC.

The maintenance program includes periodic fertilization and weed control applica-
tions throughout the growing season, winter rye overseeding for year-round activity,
and bi-annual aeration. Irrigation is supplied through a well-water system and used
as conditions require. While operating costs fluctuate, the field benefits from a
combination of subcontracted mowing and turf services, supported by three to four
full-time staff members.

One of the most significant milestones came this year when McKinney Christian
Academy hosted its
firstever Friday night
home football game at
its campus field, made
possible through years of
turf improvements and
the use of temporary
lighting systems. The
historic event drew a
large crowd and marked
a proud moment for the
school, its students, and
the maintenance team.
This award recognizes
not just field quality, but
the dedication and
vision that transformed
the field into a true
home venue.




LAWN CARE + SPORTS TURF

PROFESSIONAL QUALITY. FOR PROFESSIONAL RESULTS.

For those who know good enough is not enough. We
combine passion and purpose in every product and service
we offer. It's a difference you'll notice in every project.

CONTACT YOUR HERITAGE PPG REP TO
SEE HOW WE CAN DELIVER FOR YOU.

AMVAC « Agquatrols - Bayer « BASF « BioSafe
BioWorks « Civitas - Control Solutions « Corteva John Cabori
Envu « FMC « Grigg « MGK « Nufarm « PBI Gordon 713.819.3718

ProPeat - Redox « Sepro « Syngenta john.caboti@heritageppg.com

@ H ER' l AGE HeritagePPC.com | @heritageppg W (©) [}

PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTS GROUP c LT bating 3-aret :



http://www.heritageppg.com/

2025 Landscape Maintenance Field of the Year:

Memorial Park Conservancy
Operations Manager of Grounds: Marc Orduna

Memorial Park Conservancy received the 2025 Landscape Maintenance Field of the
Year Award for its exceptional management of Zorro Zoysia turf across one of
Houston’s most prominent public spaces. Now five years old, the turf areas are
maintained using a progressive, data-driven approach that blends technology,
sustainability, and hands-on expertise.

The seven-member turf and grounds team utilizes Toro SprayMaster equipment for
precise fertilizer and pesticide applications, paired with a Harrell’s organic and hybrid
fertility program tailored to Zoysia’s seasonal growth cycles. Soil moisture is
monitored using FieldScout TDR meters, allowing irrigation decisions to be based on
real-time data rather than preset schedules. Automated WeatherTRAK irrigation
systems further enhance water efficiency.

Routine practices, including aeration, dethatching, mowing height regulation, and
targeted fungicide rotations, support turf density, resilience, and visual appeal. With
an operating budget of $30,000 and more than 20 to 30 events hosted annually,
Memorial Park’s turf consistently performs at a professional level while reflecting a
strong commitment to environmental stewardship.




